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Since God Is the father of mankind you ought to feel
the same love, gratitude, and respect for him that you
feel for your parents.

All nations believe in the existence of God and in the
immortality of the soul; but not all worship God in the
same way. There are, as you know, different religions;
those who profess them have a right to the respect of their
creeds, just as it is their duty to respect those of others*
We are all obliged to be tolerant.

Tolerance is written In our laws, but it is not observed
as it should be, for It has not yet become an established
custom. It Is, however, more necessary than ever. It Is
a question of highest importance, of patriotic interest,
that tolerance be more generally practised In France,
We should understand that Intolerance, by increasing
internal divisions, Is a cause of weakness In our country.

It is more especially In performing the duties of justice
and of charity that you will fulfil your duties toward
God. Be* therefore, just and kind, my child; practise
conscientiously the virtues of justice and charity, devoting
yourself, without other considerations, to the aid of your
fellowmen; strive to become nobler by cultivating high
ideals; love all that Is right, all that is true, all that Is
just; finally, work cheerfully and courageously, for 10
work is to pray. In acting thus, you will be paying the
highest honour to God.1

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

God Is the creator of the world and the father of
mankind. It is he who rules over the immutable har-
mony of the spheres. It is he who has given man that
intelligence from which he derives aU his power and
ability. Men have different conceptions of God, since
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